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An apparatus comprises a dispensing system and a sanitizing
system. The apparatus has a dispensing mode and sanitizing
mode. The dispensing system may comprise a first valve and
at least one component, the at least one component having an
inner surface. The first valve is opened to send a free-flowing
material to the at least one component when the apparatus is
in the dispensing mode. The first valve is closed when the
apparatus is in the sanitizing mode. The sanitizing system
comprises a processing unit having a discharge cell config-
ured to initiate a cold plasma discharge in an air flow. A tank
may be configured to receive the air flow from the discharge
cell of the processing unit and expose water in the tank to the
air flow for a time sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone
from the air flow into the water and form ozone-containing
water.
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1
COLD PLASMA SANITATION FOR A
DISPENSING MACHINE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a non-provisional of and claims priority
to pending provisional U.S. Application No. 61/554,329,
filed Nov. 1, 2011, and entitled “Cold Plasma Sanitation for
Dispensing Machine,” the entire disclosure of which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety and for all
purposes.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This disclosure relates generally to a cold plasma sanitiza-
tion of dispensing systems, e.g., free-flowing food dispensing
systems, such as beverage dispensers used in cafeterias, res-
taurants (including fast food restaurants), theatres, conve-
nience stores, gas stations, and other entertainment and/or
food service venues.

BACKGROUND

Dispensing systems, e.g., free-flowing food dispensing
systems, including beverage dispensers, periodically need to
be sanitized. Traditional methods of sanitizing dispensing
systems utilize disinfecting liquids, which typically include
antimicrobial agents, liquid detergents, and surfactants. A
disadvantage of conventional systems is related to the need
for reloading or recharging the disinfecting and cleaning lig-
uids to a sanitizing system. The reloading or recharging of
disinfecting and cleaning liquids complicates system main-
tenance and hinders automation of sanitizing processes.

Therefore, there is a need for new disinfection and saniti-
zation apparatus and methods that would eliminate the need
for reloading of disinfecting and cleaning liquids as in exist-
ing apparatuses and methods. Further, eliminating the need
for reloading of disinfecting and cleaning liquids, and would
also enable easier automation of sanitization of beverage
dispensing systems.

SUMMARY

An aspect of the present disclosure includes an apparatus
comprising a dispensing system in combination with a sani-
tizing system. The combination has a dispensing mode and
sanitizing mode. The dispensing system comprises a first
valve and at least one component, the at least one component
comprising an inner surface. In an embodiment, the first valve
has an open position to send a free-flowing material to the at
least one component when the combination is in the dispens-
ing mode. The first valve has a closed position when the
combination is in the sanitizing mode. The sanitizing system
comprises a processing unit. The processing unit comprises a
discharge cell, a high voltage driver, and a tank. The high
voltage driver is configured to control the discharge cell. The
discharge cell is configured to initiate a cold plasma discharge
in an air flow. The tank is configured to receive the air flow
from the discharge cell and expose water in the tank to the air
flow for a time sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone from
the air flow into the water and form ozone-containing water.
The sanitizing system further comprises a second valve. The
second valve has an open position to send the ozone-contain-
ing water from the tank to the at least one component when
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the combination is the sanitizing mode. The second valve has
a closed position when the combination is the dispensing
mode.

The above and other aspects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will be apparent from the following
detailed description of the illustrated embodiments thereof
which are to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a system in accordance with various aspects
of the disclosure.

FIG. 2 shows a portion of a system in accordance with
various aspects of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 shows a processing unit in accordance with various
aspects of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 shows a system in accordance with various aspects
of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

The present disclosure relates to sanitizing and/or cleaning
systems, and more particularly to systems that generate a
working liquid having cleaning and/or sanitizing properties.

An aspect of the present disclosure is to provide an auto-
mated sanitizing system that modifies properties of water in
such way that water acquires disinfecting and/or cleaning
properties. As a result, the sanitizing system does not require
any consumable disinfecting and/or cleaning materials.

An aspect of the present disclosure is generating an ozone-
water solution or ozone-containing liquid that may have anti-
microbial effectiveness, and using that ozone-containing lig-
uid to disinfect or sanitize an inner surface(s) of components
of a dispensing system. Such solutions may be obtained by
mixing of ozone with water, for example by bubbling. An
aspect of the present disclosure comprises using an ozone
generator. The ozone generator may be based on action of
corona discharge or by UV radiation on air or pure oxygen.
An aspect of the present disclosure includes drying of air to
increase oxygen concentration.

An aspect of the present disclosure comprises use of a
regular water supply in combination with ozone to eliminate
reloading of disinfecting and cleaning liquids. An aspect of
the disclosure comprises use of a regular water supply in
combination with ozone to enable easier automation of sani-
tization of dispensing systems. An aspect of the disclosure
provides effective integration of a unit for production of
ozone-water solution with a dispensing system to provide
reliable and automated sanitization.

In accordance with the present disclosure, a sanitizing
method is provided that is based on modification of water in
a manner that the water acquires antimicrobial and cleaning
properties. According to the present disclosure, water prop-
erties may be modified by saturation of water with ozone and
other ions and chemical radicals produced by a cold plasma
generator. The ozone-saturated water may be pumped
through a dispensing system in order to sanitize and clean the
inner surface(s) of pipes, chambers, reservoirs, pumps, valves
and other components of the dispensing system. Use of regu-
lar a water supply may eliminate the need for reloading of
disinfecting and cleaning liquids, thus enabling easier auto-
mation of sanitization of free-flowing or liquid dispensing
systems. Liquid dispensing systems may comprise free-flow-
ing food dispensing systems, e.g. beverage dispensing sys-
tems.
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In an embodiment of the disclosure, a sanitization method
comprises (1) providing air flow through a discharge cham-
ber, the discharge chamber in proximity to discharge elec-
trodes, (2) initiating a cold plasma discharge into the air flow,
(3) after initiating the cold plasma discharge into the air flow,
exposing a liquid to the air flow for time sufficient to provide
dissolution of ozone and other ions and chemical radicals
from the air flow into the liquid, thereby producing ozonated
liquid, and (4) sending the liquid through a beverage dispens-
ing system. In an embodiment, the liquid comprises water. In
an embodiment, the liquid is water.

In an aspect of the disclosure, pumping of ozonated liquid
through the beverage dispensing system can be arranged in
such way that the liquid, e.g., water, circulates though the
beverage dispensing system and returns to the sanitizing sys-
tem. By re-circulating the ozonated liquid, the liquid may
again exposed to the air flow to replenish ozone, ions and
chemical radicals in the liquid, and the ozonated liquid may
be sent again through the dispensing system. Alternatively, a
single pass of the ozonated liquid through the dispensing
system can be arranged. After the sanitizing procedure is
completed, the liquid may be disposed into a drain or further
processed as may be desired.

In an aspect of the disclosure, a liquid, such as water, is
treated in such a way that the liquid acquires antimicrobial
and cleaning properties. In an embodiment, water properties
may be modified by saturation of water with ozone and other
ions and chemical radicals produced by a cold plasma gen-
erator. The ozone saturated water may be pumped through a
dispensing system to sanitize and clean the inner surface(s) of
pipes, chambers, reservoirs, pumps, valves and other compo-
nents of the dispensing system. Use of regular water supply
can eliminate the need for reloading of disinfecting and clean-
ing liquids, thus enabling easier automation of sanitizing
process.

The sanitizing method may include providing air flow
through a discharge chamber in proximity to discharge elec-
trodes, initiating of a cold plasma discharge into the air flow,
putting the air flow through water, exposing the water to the
air flow to provide dissolution of ozone and other ions and
chemical radicals from the air flow into the water, and pump-
ing the water through a dispensing system.

In an embodiment, ozone-containing water may be circu-
lated inside a dispensing system for a sufficient time to pro-
vide sanitization of the dispensing system so that free-flowing
material, such as free-flowing food (e.g., a beverage) can be
dispensed from the dispensing system without being con-
taminated by components of the dispensing system, or other
materials within components of the dispensing system.

In accordance with the present disclosure, an ozonated
liquid, e.g., ozone-containing water, may be generated and
circulated inside components of a beverage dispensing sys-
tem. In an embodiment, ozone-containing water may be cir-
culated inside the beverage dispensing system for a sufficient
time to provide sanitization of the beverage dispensing sys-
tem so that a beverage can be dispensed from the beverage
dispensing system without being contaminated by the bever-
age dispensing system. In accordance with the present dis-
closure, those skilled in the art will recognize that an ozone-
water solution or ozone-containing water may be circulated
inside the beverage dispensing system for not longer than
about 30 minutes before it is disposed to a drain or is returned
to a processing unit for replenishment of ozone. By maintain-
ing circulation of the ozone-containing water to not longer
than 30 minutes may provide greater antimicrobial efficacy of
the ozone-containing water than circulating the ozone-con-
taining water for longer than 30 minutes.
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After the ozone-water solution or ozone-containing water
is circulated inside the beverage dispensing system for suffi-
cient time for the beverage dispensing system to be sanitized,
the ozone-containing water may be either returned to an
ozone-water mixing unit or tank, or disposed to a drain.
Disposing the ozone-containing water to the drain after one
pass, and generating a new ozone-containing water to circu-
late through the beverage dispensing system may provide
better antimicrobial efficacy than simply recirculating the
older ozone-water solution through the beverage dispensing
system.

An embodiment of a sanitizing system 100 in accordance
with the present disclosure is shown in FIG. 1. As shown in
FIG. 1, sanitizing system 100 may be integrated with a bev-
erage dispensing system 121. The beverage dispensing appa-
ratus or system 121 may be used to dispense a concentrated
beverage. The beverage dispensing system 121 may comprise
a container 120, with concentrate 101, mixer 107, pumps 103
and 109, dispensing nozzle 112, and valves 102, 104, 105,
108, 110, 111. The sanitizing system 100 may include a
processing unit 115, an input valve 114, an output valve 116,
and a pump 118.

When beverage dispensing system 121 is in dispensing
mode, valves 106, 110 and 114 may be closed. In the dispens-
ing mode, pump 103 may move concentrate 101 from con-
tainer 120 into mixer 107, and valves 102 and 104 may be
open. Water may be delivered to the mixer 107 from the water
supply 117 and through valve 105. Water supply 117 may be
any conventional drinking water supply, e.g., municipal tap
water. After mixing in the mixer 107, the mixture of concen-
trate 101 and water may be pumped to nozzle 112 by pump
109, and further into a cup or other container (not shown)
placed under nozzle 112.

In the sanitizing mode, valve 102 may be closed so that
concentrate 101 does not flow from container 120 to pump
103. In the sanitizing mode, valve 114 may be open or opened
and water from water supply 117 may be directed into pro-
cessing unit 115. Pump 118 may direct the water, which may
be processed by cold plasma in processing unit 115, into
beverage dispensing system 121 through valve 106, which
may be open in the sanitizing mode. In an embodiment,
processed water from processing unit 115 may be sent from
valve 106 through pump 103, mixer 107 and pump 109 and
into drain 113. In an embodiment, valve 111 may be closed
and valve 110 may be open.

Alternatively, disinfecting or sanitizing water can be
directed through the nozzle 112. In this case, a receiving plate
119 may be connected to drain 113, as shown in FIG. 2. Thus,
disinfecting or sanitizing water may be directed through
nozzle 112 to receiving plate 119, and through valve 210, as
shown in FIG. 2.

An embodiment of the processing unit 115 is shown in FIG.
3. The processing unit 115 may comprise an air dryer 201, a
compressor 202, a discharge cell 203, a high voltage driver
204, a water tank 206, and a catalytic convertor 207, which
converts ozone into diatomic oxygen.

In an aspect of the disclosure, air passes through the air
dryer 201 and then passes through compressor 202 and then
enters discharge cell 203. Drying the air before it enters
discharge cell 203 increases efficiency of the air ionization in
the discharge. The discharge cell 203 may be controlled by
high voltage driver 204, which may provide signals to dis-
charge cell 203 to start and maintain cold plasma discharge. In
the discharge cell 203, the air may be subjected to discharge
from the discharge electrodes (not shown) of the discharge
cell 203. Upon being subjected to this discharge, the air may
become ionized and contain a high concentration of ozone,
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ions and chemical radicals. This air may be sent to water tank
206, where ozone and other processed air components may be
dissolved into water 205 held within water tank 206. In an
embodiment, air treated in discharge cell 203 may be bubbled
into the water 205 through bottom 301 of water tank 206. As
a result, water 205 may obtain antimicrobial and cleaning
properties. The portion of the air that is not absorbed by water
may be further directed into a catalytic converter 207, e.g. a
thermo-catalytic converter, where remaining ozone may be
decomposed into diatomic oxygen to provide operational
safety.

The water tank 206 may be filled with water from inlet 208,
which may flow through valve 114. Inlet 208 may be supplied
with water from water supply 117. The processed water 205
may be moved from tank 206 through outlet 209. The pro-
cessed water may flow from outlet 209 to pump 118, as shown
in FIG. 1.

In an embodiment, a controller 126 may control operation
of the sanitizing system 100, including components thereof.
In an embodiment, controller 126 may control beverage dis-
pensing system 121, including components thereof.

Those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that in
accordance with the present disclosure, in an embodiment, air
flow rates, discharge power, and water flow may be coordi-
nated in an amount and manner that desirable ozone concen-
tration in water is achieved.

In an embodiment, processing unit 115 may be utilized to
clean water from water supply 117. In an embodiment, pro-
cessing unit 115 can be utilized not only for ozone-water
solution production to sanitize the system, but also for clean-
ing water from the water supply 117. As shown in FIG. 4, in
such an embodiment, processing unit 115 may have two
outputs or outlets—one outlet 209 containing ozone-water
solution to sanitize the beverage dispensing system 121, and
a second outlet 401 containing water, where ozone and other
ions and chemical radicals produced by a cold plasma gen-
erator may be removed by apparatus 403, thereby resulting in
cleaner water than water from water supply 117. As shown in
FIG. 4, water treated by processing unit 115 may exit unit 115
through valve 402 and second outlet 401. The water may be
sent through valve 404 and into apparatus 403. In apparatus
403, ozone and other ions and chemical radicals in the water
may be removed, and water may exit apparatus 403 through
valve 406 and outlet 405. As shown in FIG. 4, water from
apparatus 403 may be used as a water supply 407 to mixer
107. Water supply 407 may be used in combination with
water supply 117 to supply water to mixer 107, or may be
used as an alternative to water supply 117. Water supply 407
may flow through valve 408 before flowing into mixer 407. A
pump 409 may be used to send water from processing unit
115to apparatus 403. A pump 410 may be used to pump water
from apparatus 403 to mixer 107. Thus, water treated in
apparatus 403 can be used as a water supply to mixer 107, and
be combined with concentrate 101 when desired to prepare a
beverage using water that has been cleaned using the combi-
nation of processing unit 115 and apparatus 403. Those of
skill in the art will recognize that in accordance with the
present disclosure, any suitable apparatus 403 may be used to
remove from water ozone and other ions and chemical radi-
cals produced by a cold plasma generator of processing unit
115, thereby resulting in an ozone-free water.

Those of skill in the art will recognize that in accordance
with the present disclosure, any suitable apparatus 403 may
be used to remove from water the ozone and other ions and
chemical radicals produced by the cold plasma generator of
processing unit 115. Thus, apparatus 403 may comprise, for
example, an ultraviolet (UV) radiation emitter, which sub-
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jects ozonated water to UV radiation to break one of the
oxygen-oxygen bonds in each ozone molecule. The resulting
free oxygen atom may then combine with another oxygen
atom to for diatomic oxygen. In an embodiment, ozonated
water may be subjected to UV radiation having a wavelength
of about 254 nanometers (nm), which is a wavelength at
which ozone is sensitive. In an embodiment, UV radiation
may be emitted by UV lamps that may have a quartz shield
configured to block light with a wavelength of about 185 nm,
as this radiation has a potential for creating ozone.

Apparatus 403 may be configured to subject ozonated
water to hydrogen peroxide to remove ozone from the water.
This procedure may also be called ozone quenching.

Apparatus 403 may comprise activated carbon to absorb
ozone from the water. Using activated carbon may not only
absorb and thus remove ozone from the water, but may also
remove other ions and chemical radicals produced by the cold
plasma generator of processing unit 115.

Automation of a sanitization process in accordance with at
least one aspect of the present disclosure can be done accord-
ing to the following steps.

a. The sanitization process may be started by pre-set timer
or by areceived input, for example, by receiving a “start
signal.”

b. A dispensing system 121 may enter into a sanitizing
mode wherein valves 102 and 111 may be closed, and
valve 110 may be opened.

c. Valve 114 may be opened to fill processing tank 206 of
processing unit 115 from inlet 208, which in turn may be
supplied with water from water supply 117. When the
tank 206 is filled to a desired level, valve 114 may be
closed.

d. The air flow through the discharge chamber or cell 203
may be started and discharge arc may be initiated.

e. The water treated in tank 206 may be bubbled with
treated or activated air from discharge chamber 203 for
a time sufficient to achieve a desired concentration of
ozone in water for a given temperature of the solution. In
an embodiment, the desired concentration is the maxi-
mum concentration of ozone in water for a given tem-
perature of the solution. Then, valve 116 may be opened
and pumps 118, 103, and 109 may move the treated or
activated water through dispensing system 121.

f. Steps a-e may be are repeated more than one time to
achieve desirable disinfection and cleaning efficacy, i.e.
commercial sanitization.

g. After step fis completed, if desired, water can be further
treated in apparatus 403 as previously discussed, and the
water treated in apparatus 403 may be sent to a location
in the beverage dispensing system 121 to purge any
ozonated water remaining in beverage dispensing sys-
tem 121. Thus, water treated in sanitizing system 100
can be sent to apparatus 403 further treatment as dis-
cussed above, and then can be sent from apparatus 403,
e.g., through valve 411, which may be positioned
upstream of pump 103. The water treated in apparatus
403 can then flow through valve 411 and downstream
components, e.g., pump 103, valve 104, mixer 107,
valve 108, pump 109, valve 111, and nozzle 112. Alter-
natively, although not shown in FIG. 4, water treated in
apparatus 403 can be sent to valve 106, and then through
downstream components, e.g., pump 103, valve 104,
mixer 107, valve 108, pump 109, valve 111, and nozzle
112.

An aspect of the present disclosure includes an apparatus

comprising a dispensing system in combination with a sani-
tizing system. The combination may have a dispensing mode
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and sanitizing mode. The dispensing system may comprise a
first valve and at least one component, the at least one com-
ponent comprising an inner surface. In an embodiment, the
first valve may be open to send a free-flowing material to the
at least one component when the combination is in the dis-
pensing mode. The first valve may be closed when the com-
bination is in the sanitizing mode. The sanitizing system may
also include a processing unit. The processing unit may com-
prise a discharge cell, a high voltage driver, and a tank. The
high voltage driver may be configured to control the discharge
cell. The discharge cell may be configured to initiate a cold
plasma discharge in an air flow. The tank may be configured
to receive the air flow from the discharge cell and expose
water in the tank to the air flow for a time sufficient to provide
dissolution of ozone from the air flow into the water and form
ozone-containing water. The sanitizing system may further
comprise a second valve. The second valve may be open to
send the ozone-containing water from the tank to the at least
one component when the combination is the sanitizing mode.
The second valve may be closed when the combination is the
dispensing mode.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the at least one com-
ponent may be selected from the group consisting of a pipe, a
mixer, a chamber, a reservoir, a pump, a third valve, and a
nozzle.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, when the air flow is
exposed to water in the tank, the ozone-containing water
formed in the tank further comprises ions and radicals.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise at least one pump. The pump may be configured to
send the ozone-containing water across the interior surface of
the component when the combination is in the sanitizing
mode.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise piping. The piping may be configured to send the
ozone-containing water to the tank of the sanitizing system
after the ozone-containing water has made at least one pass
across the interior surface of the component.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise a drain. The drain may be configured to receive the
ozone-containing water after the ozone-containing water has
made at least one pass across the interior surface of the com-
ponent.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may be
configured to send the ozone-containing water across the
interior surface of the component until the interior surface of
the component has been sanitized.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the discharge cell may
comprise a discharge chamber and discharge electrodes.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the discharge cell may
be configured to provide a discharge to the air flow, the
discharge selected from the group consisting of corona dis-
charge and UV radiation.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise an air dryer. The air dryer may be configured to dry
the air flow before the discharge cell initiates a cold plasma
discharge in the air flow.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise a compressor. The compressor may be configured to
send the air flow through the air dryer.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the free-flowing mate-
rial may be a beverage concentrate.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus com-
prises a catalytic converter. The catalytic converter may be
configured receive remaining ozone in the air that is not
absorbed by water in the tank and decompose the remaining
ozone into diatomic oxygen.
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In a further aspect of the disclosure, the catalytic converter
may be a thermo-catalytic converter.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise a device configured to receive ozone-containing
water from the sanitizing system and remove the ozone from
the ozone-containing water to generate ozone-free water. The
apparatus may be configured to supply the ozone-free water
across the interior surface of the at least one component to
purge any ozone-containing water from the dispensing sys-
tem. The dispensing system may be a beverage dispensing
system.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the apparatus may
comprise a device configured to receive ozone-containing
water from the sanitizing system and remove the ozone from
the ozone-containing water to generate ozone-free water. The
apparatus may be configured to supply the ozone-free water
to a mixer. The mixer may be configured to mix a beverage
concentrate with the ozone-free water when the combination
is in the dispensing mode.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, an apparatus is
provided, the apparatus comprising a beverage dispensing
system in combination with a sanitizing system, the combi-
nation having a dispensing mode and sanitizing mode. The
beverage dispensing system may comprise a first valve and a
mixer. The mixer may have an inner surface. The mixer may
be configured to mix a beverage concentrate with water when
the combination is in the dispensing mode. The first valve
may be open to send the beverage concentrate to the mixer
when the combination is in the dispensing mode. The first
valve may be closed when the combination is in the sanitizing
mode. The sanitizing system may also comprise a processing
unit. The processing unit may comprise a discharge cell, a
high voltage driver, and a tank. The high voltage driver may
be configured to control the discharge cell. The discharge cell
may be configured to initiate a cold plasma discharge in an air
flow. The tank may be configured to receive the air flow from
the discharge cell and expose water in the tank to the air flow
for a time sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone from the
air flow into the water and form ozone-containing water. The
sanitizing system may further comprise a second valve. The
second valve may be open to send the ozone-containing water
from the tank to the mixer when the combination is in the
sanitizing mode. The second valve may be closed when the
combination is in the dispensing mode.

Inyet another aspect of the present disclosure a method for
sanitizing interior surfaces of a dispensing system is pro-
vided. The method may comprise providing an air flow
through a discharge chamber. The discharge chamber may be
in proximity to discharge electrodes. The method may com-
prise initiating a cold plasma discharge in the air flow. After
initiating the cold plasma discharge in the air flow, the method
may further comprise exposing a liquid to the air flow for time
sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone and other ions and
chemical radicals from the air flow into the liquid. After
dissolution of ozone and other ions and chemical radicals
from the air flow into the liquid, the liquid may be sent
through the dispensing system. The dispensing system may
be a beverage dispensing system.

In a further aspect of the disclosure the liquid may be water.
The method may comprise closing a first valve, the first valve
at the outlet of a beverage concentrate supply. The method
may comprise receiving an air flow in the discharge chamber.
The method may comprise initiating in the discharge cham-
ber a cold plasma discharge in the air flow. The method may
comprise exposing the water in a water tank to the air flow
from the discharge chamber for a time sufficient to provide
dissolution of ozone from the air flow into the water and
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forming ozone-containing water. The method may comprise
sending the ozone-containing water from the water tank to an
interior surface of a component of the beverage dispensing
system to sanitize the interior surface of the component.

In a further aspect of the disclosure, the method may com-
prise opening a second valve, the second valve located at the
outlet of the water tank.

As will be recognized by those skilled in the art, the above
described embodiments may be configured to be compatible
with fountain system requirements, and can accommodate a
wide variety of fountain offerings, including but not limited
beverages known under any PepsiCo branded name, such as
Pepsi-Cola®, and custom beverage offerings. The embodi-
ments described herein offer speed of service at least and fast
or faster than conventional systems. The embodiments
described herein may be configured to be monitored, includ-
ing monitored remotely, with respect to operation and supply
levels. The embodiments described herein are economically
viable and can be constructed with off-the-shelf components,
which may be modified in accordance with the disclosures
herein.

Those of skill in the art will recognize that in accordance
with the disclosure any of the features and/or options in one
embodiment or example can be combined with any of the
features and/or options of another embodiment or example.

The disclosure herein has been described and illustrated
with reference to the embodiments of the figures, but it should
be understood that the features of the disclosure are suscep-
tible to modification, alteration, changes or substitution with-
out departing significantly from the spirit of the disclosure.
For example, the dimensions, number, size and shape of the
various components may be altered to fit specific applica-
tions. Accordingly, the specific embodiments illustrated and
described herein are for illustrative purposes only and the
disclosure is not limited except by the following claims and
their equivalents.

We claim:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a dispensing system in combination with a sanitizing sys-
tem, the combination having a dispensing mode and
sanitizing mode,

the dispensing system comprising a first valve and at least
one component, the at least one component having an
interior surface, the first valve having an open position to
send a free-flowing material to the at least one compo-
nent when the combination is in the dispensing mode,
the first valve having a closed position when the combi-
nation is in the sanitizing mode,

the sanitizing system comprising a processing unit,

the processing unit comprising a discharge cell, a high
voltage driver, and a tank,

the high voltage driver configured to control the discharge
cell,

the discharge cell configured to initiate a cold plasma dis-
charge in an air flow,

the tank configured to receive the air flow from the dis-
charge cell and expose water in the tank to the air flow for
atime sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone from the
air flow into the water and form ozone-containing water,

the sanitizing system further comprising a second valve,
the second valve having an open position to send the
ozone-containing water from the tank to the at least one
component when the combination is the sanitizing
mode, the second valve having a closed position when
the combination is the dispensing mode,

the apparatus further comprising at least one pump, the
pump configured to send the ozone-containing water
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across the interior surface of the component when the
combination is in the sanitizing mode.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one com-
ponent is selected from the group consisting of a pipe, a
mixer, a chamber, a reservoir, a pump, a third valve, and a
nozzle.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein when the air flow is
exposed to water in the tank, the ozone-containing water
formed in the tank further comprises ions and radicals.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising piping
configured to send the ozone-containing water to the tank of
the sanitizing system after the ozone-containing water has
made at least one pass across the interior surface of the com-
ponent.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a drain, the
drain configured to receive to the ozone-containing water
after the ozone-containing water has made at least one pass
across the interior surface of the component.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, the apparatus configured to
send the ozone-containing water across the interior surface of
the component until the interior surface of the component has
been sanitized.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the discharge cell
comprises a discharge chamber and discharge electrodes.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the discharge cell is
configured to provide a discharge to the air flow, the discharge
selected from the group consisting of corona discharge and
UV radiation.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising an air dryer,
the air dryer configured to dry the air flow before the dis-
charge cell initiates a cold plasma discharge in the air flow.

10. The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising a compres-
sor, the compressor configured to send the air flow through
the air dryer.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the free-flowing
material is a beverage concentrate.

12. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a catalytic
converter, the catalytic converter configured receive remain-
ing ozone in the air that is not absorbed by water in the tank
and decompose the remaining ozone into diatomic oxygen.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the catalytic con-
verter is a thermo-catalytic converter.

14. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a device
configured to receive ozone-containing water from the sani-
tizing system and remove the ozone from the ozone-contain-
ing water to generate ozone-free water, the apparatus further
configured to supply the ozone-free water across the interior
surface of the component to purge any ozone-containing
water from the dispensing system.

15. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a device
configured to receive ozone-containing water from the sani-
tizing system and remove the ozone from the ozone-contain-
ing water to generate ozone-free water, the apparatus further
configured to supply the ozone-free water to a mixer, the
mixer configured to mix a beverage concentrate with the
ozone-free water when the combination is in the dispensing
mode.

16. An apparatus comprising:

a beverage dispensing system in combination with a sani-
tizing system, the combination having a dispensing
mode and sanitizing mode,

the beverage dispensing system comprising a first valve
and a mixer, the mixer having an inner surface, the mixer
configured to mix a beverage concentrate with water
when the combination is in the dispensing mode, the first
valve having an open position to send a free-flowing
material to the mixer when the combination is in the
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dispensing mode, the first valve having a closed position
when the combination is in the sanitizing mode,

the sanitizing system comprising a processing unit,

the processing unit comprising a discharge cell, a high
voltage driver, and a tank,

the high voltage driver configured to control the discharge
cell,

the discharge cell configured to initiate a cold plasma dis-
charge in an air flow,

the tank configured to receive the air flow from the dis-
charge cell and expose water in the tank to the air flow for
atime sufficient to provide dissolution of ozone from the
air flow into the water and form ozone-containing water,

the sanitizing system further comprising a second valve,
the second valve having an open position to send the
ozone-containing water from the tank to the mixer when
the combination is in the sanitizing mode, the second
valve having a closed position when the combination is
in the dispensing mode,

the apparatus further comprising at least one pump, the
pump configured to send the ozone-containing water
across the interior surface of the component when the
combination is in the sanitizing mode.

#* #* #* #* #*

10

15

20

12



